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Abstract: In today's interconnected world, the process of globalization continues to reshape 

international relations with unprecedented depth and breadth. The increasing interdependence 

among nations has deepened, and global issues such as climate change, public health, 

economic volatility, and cybersecurity have transcended national borders, posing common 

challenges to all humanity. One prominent issue that highlights this interdependence is 

climate change. As greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise, the consequences are felt 

worldwide, from extreme weather events to rising sea levels. This environmental crisis 

requires collective action and cooperation among nations to mitigate its impact and develop 

sustainable solutions. Against this backdrop, traditional theories of international relations are 

being put to the test. The need for a global governance system that is rooted in the concept of 

symbiosis and mutual prosperity has emerged as an inevitable choice of the times. This article 

endeavors to explore the new dynamics shaping international relations under this trend, 

examine the challenges and opportunities that arise in achieving effective global governance, 

and propose potential pathways towards establishing a harmonious and prosperous system. 
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1. Introduction 

As globalization intensifies, global challenges have grown in both scope and complexity, often 

transcending national borders and posing significant threats to sustainable human development. These 

issues encompass a range of concerns, from climate change and economic instability to pandemics 

and cybersecurity threats, all of which demand solutions that no single nation can achieve alone. 

Consequently, the limitations of traditional state-centric governance models have become 

increasingly apparent, underscoring the necessity for international cooperation and the establishment 

of effective global governance frameworks. The involvement of diverse actors—ranging from states 

and international organizations to multinational corporations, NGOs, and individuals—further adds 

to the complexity of global governance. In this multi-layered governance landscape, each actor brings 

unique interests and varying levels of influence, making power distribution and interest alignment 

among them crucial for achieving meaningful outcomes. Nevertheless, significant barriers persist, 

including information asymmetry, institutional fragmentation, and enforcement gaps, which 

collectively undermine the efficacy of current governance efforts. These challenges highlight the need 

for innovative approaches that move beyond traditional power politics and foster cooperation across 

borders and sectors.  
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This paper examines the limitations of traditional international relations theories in addressing the 

evolving nature of key global challenges. It proposes an innovative, symbiotic approach to 

international relations, one that promotes mutual benefit and shared prosperity through collaborative 

and inclusive governance strategies. This approach not only seeks to address immediate transnational 

issues but also envisions a sustainable framework for future governance, exploring pathways for more 

integrated and resilient global governance systems. 

2. Status Quo: Prominent Global Issues and their Impact 

At present, global problems have become increasingly complex and urgent, which can be roughly 

divided into two categories: natural ecology and social society. Natural ecological issues include 

environmental pollution, climate change, ecological damage, and reduced species diversity. Social 

issues include global education inequality, the widening gap between rich and poor people, the energy 

crisis, food security threats, the public health crisis, and social security risks. This paper takes climate 

change as an example to analyze the current situation, progress, and challenges of global governance 

in tackling climate change. 

2.1. Effects of Global Climate Change 

Global climate change has had a profound impact on the natural environment and human society. Its 

main manifestations include: 

Long-term change in climate model: Climate change leads to long-term changes in climate factors 

such as temperature and precipitation, which change the average state of climate. These changes not 

only affect the stability of ecosystems but also agriculture, fisheries, and water resources. 

Global warming and extreme weather events: The frequency and intensity of extreme weather 

events triggered by climate warming, such as heat waves, droughts, floods, and hurricanes. These 

extreme weather conditions pose a serious threat to infrastructure, economic development, and 

people's lives, further aggravating the regional and global economic burden. 

Ecosystem destruction: Climate change changes the distribution of species and their living 

environment and destroys the balance of ecosystems. As global temperatures continue to rise, some 

species are threatened by extinction, and ecosystems are thus unbalanced, thus posing a serious threat 

to biodiversity and the human society on which they depend. 

Sea level rise: Global sea levels are rising due to the melting of polar glaciers and the thermal 

expansion of seawater. It is estimated that by 2100, sea level could rise by about 50 cm, which would 

pose a huge risk to coastal areas and low-lying islands. Since the 20th century, global sea level has 

risen by 10-20 cm, and the rate of rise has doubled since the beginning to 3.1 ± 0.3 mm per year [1-

2]. Coastal areas therefore face higher flood risk, especially in resource-limited developing countries 

and small island countries. 

2.2. The Role of Global Governance in Addressing Global Climate Change 

Effective global governance corresponds to challenges to climate change. The core measures for 

global climate governance include: 

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions: To mitigate the process of climate change, reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions has become a common global goal. Countries have made active efforts to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions by conserving energy and reducing emissions, accelerating the 

development of renewable energy, and improving energy efficiency. Adaptation to climate change: 

Strengthening adaptation to climate change is equally important while reducing emissions. Specific 

measures include improving agricultural technology, enhancing the construction of flood control 

facilities, and improving urban consolidation, so as to reduce the adverse effects of climate change. 
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The international community has made a number of efforts to address climate change, including 

the signing of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992), the Kyoto 

Protocol (1997), and the Paris Agreement (2015). These agreements provide the international 

community with a legal framework for tackling climate change and are specific.  

3. Differences between Traditional and Innovation International Relations Theories 

3.1. Challenges to Traditional International Relations Theories 

The traditional theory of international relations takes the competition, confrontation, and game 

between countries as the core and emphasizes the zero-sum between countries, that is, the benefit of 

one party means the loss of the other party. Although this theory is more effective in a specific 

historical period, it is inadequate to deal with contemporary globalization and transnational issues. 

Especially in environmental protection, climate change, global public health, and other issues 

involving the common destiny of all mankind, traditional international relations theories often lack 

effective response mechanisms [3]. This theoretical framework, based on the supremacy of national 

interests and power struggle, is difficult to provide sufficient global governance support for global 

problems such as climate change, resource depletion, and public health crises, thus exposing its 

theoretical limitations. 

3.2. New Concepts: Symbiosis and Mutual Prosperity 

In response to the pressing challenges and inherent complexity of global governance, the concept of 

“symbiosis and mutual prosperity” has gained prominence as a transformative approach. This 

framework advocates for nations to move beyond traditional zero-sum thinking, embracing principles 

of cooperation, shared interests, and collaborative solutions to address global issues. Central to this 

concept is the recognition and respect for national diversity and unique development paths while 

simultaneously working towards common goals and mutually beneficial partnerships. 

The adoption of the concept of symbiosis and mutual prosperity offers profound implications for 

the evolution of global governance systems. First, it plays a crucial role in reducing distrust and 

tension between nations, fostering mutual understanding, and building a foundation of trust essential 

for sustainable international cooperation. Secondly, by encouraging cooperative frameworks, this 

approach optimizes the allocation and effective utilization of global resources, significantly 

enhancing both the efficiency and effectiveness of global governance. Countries can leverage their 

respective strengths and resources more strategically, achieving governance outcomes that would be 

difficult to realize in isolation. 

Moreover, the symbiosis and mutual prosperity model seeks to establish a more just and equitable 

international order. By safeguarding the legitimate rights and interests of all nations—particularly 

those of developing countries—this approach promotes greater inclusivity and fairness within global 

systems. This framework not only enhances global stability but also encourages prosperity across 

regions, helping to construct a balanced world order where shared development and mutual benefit 

serve as the foundation for long-term stability. In this way, symbiosis and mutual prosperity provide 

a pathway to a sustainable, cooperative, and resilient future for the international community. 

4. Examination of Challenges and Opportunities in Global Governance 

4.1. Global Governance Confronts Challenges 

In the current global governance, the problem of information asymmetry is particularly prominent. 

Different governance subjects, such as countries, international organizations, and enterprises, often 
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have different information of different types and quantities. The unbalanced distribution of this 

information easily leads to poor information, which leads to problems such as adverse selection and 

moral hazard and significantly reduces governance efficiency. At the same time, due to the 

differences in economic development levels among different countries, the deficit problem of global 

governance is increasing. Geopolitical conflicting over home furnishings and strategic competition 

between major powers further increase the complexity of the reform and action of global governance 

institutions. In addition, the different interests of different countries make the asymmetry in the 

system design of the governance system, and the actual implementation of rules is often superficial, 

which directly affects the overall effect of global governance. 

The economic and financial challenges also cannot be ignored. The urgent need for reform in the 

international monetary system, the "non-neutral" system caused by the dominance of the US dollar, 

and the inequality of voice between emerging markets and western countries all pose severe 

challenges to global governance. At present, the global trade and investment sector also shows an 

obvious trend of institutional fragmentation, frequent trade restrictions, and the widening investment 

rift between groups, making the global economic recovery more difficult [4]. The trend of 

diversification of international currencies is accelerating, the trend of "dedollarization" is accelerating, 

and global governance has gradually entered a new pattern. 

Under the fragmented governance mechanism, global governance is moving towards "organized 

irresponsibility." The combination of mechanisms leads to low efficiency of governance and a lack 

of unity and coordination, which seriously weakens the governance effect. 

To sum up, global governance, such as information asymmetry, political and political differences, 

economic and financial challenges, and institutional fragmentation, it is urgent for countries to jointly 

deal with through consultation and cooperation [5-7]. 

4.2. Opportunities 

The rise of emerging economies has injected new vitality into global governance. As emerging 

markets such as BRICS grow in global politics and economy, global governance has gained new 

impetus and perspective. The deepening cooperation among BRICS countries has not only 

accelerated the process of global multi-polarization but also enhanced the status of developing 

countries and made global governance more diversified. 

Moreover, the increasingly urgent need to reform the global governance system. The existing 

Western-led global governance system is suffering from a crisis of confidence and an urgent need for 

reform. The United Nations Future Summit and other international conferences provide a platform 

for the reform of the global governance system and help countries to explore a more fair and equitable 

international order, so as to realize the modernization of global governance [8]. 

Technological progress has also brought about unprecedented opportunities for global governance. 

The rapid development of new technologies such as artificial intelligence and biotechnology has 

enabled more possibilities in governance in fields such as data security and digital economy. By 

strengthening global data governance and promoting the safe and free cross-border flow of data 

elements, the potential of data as an emerging element can be fully activated to bring more 

opportunities for global governance [9]. 

5. Exploring Pathways to Forge a Symbiotic and Prosperous System 

5.1. Strengthening International Dialogue and Cooperation 

The primary task in forging a symbiotic and prosperous system is to strengthen international dialogue 

and cooperation. Nations should uphold an open and inclusive attitude, engage in profound exchanges 

on global issues, and enhance mutual understanding and trust. Through multilateral diplomatic 
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mechanisms, international forums, and other platforms, they should strive to reach broad consensus 

and formulate action plans in areas such as climate change, public health, and economic development. 

5.2. Improving Global Governance Mechanisms 

Existing global governance mechanisms exhibit numerous deficiencies in addressing global 

challenges, necessitating improvement. On the one hand, reforms and innovations within 

international organizations should be promoted to enhance their independence, authority, discourse 

power, and executive capability in global governance. On the other hand, more flexible and diverse 

governance mechanisms, such as cross-regional cooperation mechanisms and public-private 

partnerships, should be established to address issues across various domains and levels. 

5.3. Advancing Economic Globalization towards Greater Openness, Inclusiveness, 

Inclusiveness, Balance, and Mutual Benefit 

Economic globalization is a crucial domain of global governance. Nations should adhere to the 

principles of open cooperation, promote trade and investment liberalization and facilitation, and foster 

global economic recovery and growth. Concurrently, they should attend to the special needs and 

concerns of developing countries, foster North-South and South-South cooperation, narrow 

development gaps, and achieve shared prosperity. 

5.4. Strengthening Global Public Health Systems 

The outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has exposed the vulnerabilities of global public health 

systems. Nations should collaborate to strengthen these systems, enhancing their capabilities and 

levels in responding to public health emergencies. This encompasses strengthening disease 

surveillance and early warning, improving vaccine research and development and distribution 

efficiency, intensifying healthcare worker training, and fostering international cooperation. 

5.5. Promoting Digital Governance and Cybersecurity Cooperation 

With the rapid development of digital technology, cybersecurity has emerged as a new frontier in 

global governance. Nations should strengthen digital governance and cybersecurity cooperation, 

jointly combating cybercrime and terrorist activities and safeguarding personal privacy and data 

security. Additionally, they should promote digital technology innovation and application, fostering 

the healthy development of the digital economy and society. 

6. Conclusion 

Forging a symbiotic and prosperous global governance system is not only an imperative but also the 

most viable path towards addressing the multifaceted challenges facing the world today and achieving 

sustainable, common development for all of humanity. In the face of increasingly complex global 

issues, it is essential that nations uphold the principles of openness, inclusiveness, and win-win 

cooperation. The promotion of such values will help strengthen dialogue and cooperation across 

borders, fostering an environment where nations work together to overcome common challenges. To 

ensure progress, the global governance mechanisms must be reformed and enhanced to better reflect 

the realities of a rapidly changing world. Economic globalization, while contributing to 

interconnectivity, must also evolve to become more inclusive, balanced, and mutually beneficial. As 

the world continues to face pressing issues such as climate change, inequality, and conflicts, the need 

for a governance system that is rooted in these principles of fairness, openness, and shared prosperity 

has never been more urgent.  
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This vision can be summarized in the guiding principles of “consultation, cooperation, and shared 

benefits.” Only through collective action, mutual understanding, and a commitment to common 

objectives can the international community effectively tackle global challenges. Such efforts will be 

crucial for realizing global prosperity, stability, and sustainable development. However, this 

ambitious goal can only be achieved through the concerted efforts of all nations. It requires a steadfast 

commitment to collaboration, transcending geographical, political, and cultural boundaries, and 

working together toward a common vision. By doing so, we will be able to create a global 

environment of peace, harmony, and shared progress, where the benefits of development are 

accessible to all. This collaborative approach will foster a world that is characterized by hope, 

opportunity, and the promise of a better future for every individual and nation. 

References 

[1] Academy of Ocean of China. (2024). As one of the sensitive areas of global climate change, how much will China 

be affected by sea level rise? [Online source]. Retrieved from https://aoc.ouc.edu.cn/2024/1022/c15171a487077/

pagem.htm 

[2] Liu, S., S., Liu, Y., and Yin, P. (2017). International research progress on countermeasures to sea level rise. Journal 

of Ocean University of China (Social Science Edition), (6), 7-10. doi:10.16497/j.cnki.1672-335x.2017.06.002. 

[3] Joana, Castro, Pereira. (2017). The limitations of IR theory regarding the environment: lessons from the 

Anthropocene, Revista Brasileira dePolítica Internacional, (60.1), 1-22. 
[4] Jia, Z. (2024). The challenge of “fragmentation” in the global economy. China Finance, (09), 82-83. 

[5] Zhang, Zhuo. (2022). Reform of Global governance system and China’s participation under rate changes in a 

century. Socialist Research, (06), 156-163. 

[6] Jiang, Fan. (2024). Global governance efficiency is getting less and less economists talk about the future solution, 

Beijing News, [online source], Retrieved from https://m.bjnews.com.cn/detail/1725627281129009.html 

[7] Baumann, R. (2007). Incompatible Conceptions of Global Order? Empire, Hegemony, and Global Governance, 

University of Bremen, 1-14. 

[8] Xia, Lin, and Pan, Yunzhao. (2024). The UN future summit brings opportunities for a new era of global governance. 

Xinhuanet, [online source], Retrieved from http://www.news.cn/world/20240924/

aa42576a4a9044e7a96eb59706aec3a7/c.html 

[9] Yang, Yan. (2019). Exploration of China’s digital economy development strategy from the perspective of 
international comparison. Science and Technology Management Research, (19), 33-42. 


