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Abstract: This study investigates the influence of children's factors, specifically children's
age and gender, as well as personal factors including individual age and income, on the
remarriage behaviors of divorced women. Drawing upon the Chinese Family Panel Studies
(CFPS) database spanning from 2010 to 2020, administered by the Institute of Social Science
Survey (ISSS) at Peking University, the author conducts an empirical analysis. By employing
data cleaning and merging techniques, individual heterogeneity biases are controlled. The
Logistic Regression Model is utilized as the primary analytical tool. The findings reveal that
maternal age exerts a significant positive effect on remarriage behaviors, particularly
pronounced in specific years such as 2012, 2014, and 2016. In contrast, children's age
generally shows a negative impact, indicating that as children grow older, the likelihood of
their mothers remarrying decreases. However, the effects of income and children's gender are
found to be relatively limited.
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1. Introduction

In today's society, with the profound reconstruction of family structure and the comprehensive
innovation of marriage concept, the divorce rate in China basically shows a trend of increasing year
by year. According to data released by the China Social Security Association, China's divorce rate
rose from 0.96 %o in 2000 to 3.1 %o in 2020[1]. In 2023, There were 3,605,300 pairs of divorce
procedures nationwide in accordance with the law, Women filed for divorce than men, The former
accounts for more than 73%, At the same time, relevant scholars point out that, During the 33 years
of 1982-2015, women's divorce status increased faster than men [2], The above set of data reflects
the advancement of women in modern marriage, Even appeared the phenomenon of female-led
marriage dissolution [3], But it has also sparked a new debate: the remarriage of divorced women. In
recent years, the remarriage of divorced women has increasingly become the focus of attention from
all walks of life. Marriage behavior is not only related to individual emotional destination and family
reconstruction, but also profoundly affects the stability of social structure and family function. For
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divorced women with children, remarriage is not only an emotional choice, but also a repositioning
of their living status, social role and family responsibilities.

In the complicated process of remarriage, the influence of children's factors and personal factors
on remarriage behavior has been verified by relevant scholars at home and abroad to a certain extent.
On the one hand, Zhang Xiaomin and other domestic scholars revealed the subtle influence of children
on stepfamily relations through empirical analysis, and pointed out that factors such as the acceptance
of children and the relationship between stepparents and children play a significant role in the stability
and harmony of stepfamilies [4]. On the other hand, internationally, the studies of Silverstein and
Bengtson similarly emphasized the differences in the provision of intergenerational social support,
which may affect the psychological well-being and willingness to remarry [5]. Kalmijn, M. From the
perspective of psychological resilience, social support and educational type marriage, deeply
discussed the key role of personal resources in remarriage success and family happiness [6]. It can be
seen that the above studies jointly constructed a multi-dimensional perspective, which to some extent
confirmed that the factors of children and personal factors as the core variables, and their influence
is particularly significant.

However, the above studies also have obvious limitations. Specifically, the scope of these studies
is often limited to a specific region or based on foreign social background, which fails to fully reflect
the complexity and diversity of China. In view of the uniqueness of Chinese society, including
cultural traditions, values, family structure, etc., there may be deviations if foreign research results
are directly applied to the Chinese situation. Therefore, it is urgent to deeply explore the influencing
factors of the remarriage behavior of divorced women in the local background of China.

Based on the above research background and reality, this paper selects the Chinese Family Panel
Studies (CFPS) 2010-2020 data, through the empirical analysis method, the system research children
factors and personal factors of divorce women remarried behavior, and by constructing logical
regression model, reveals how these factors independently and combined in remarriage decision, and
then explore the social machine behind it.

2.  Theoretical Perspective and Research Hypothesis
2.1. Social Gender Theory

According to the social gender theory, gender is not only a biological attribute, but also a social
construction [7]. The society will give him (her) different expectations, requirements and limit
according to the physiological differences between men and women[8]. For example, under the
traditional division of gender roles, women are often given more family care responsibilities.
Therefore, divorced women may pay more attention to how to balance family and work and how to
take care of their children when considering remarriage. Social gender theory provides a theoretical
perspective for us to understand the remarriage decision of divorced women, which reveals the dual
social expectation in discussing the relationship between social gender and remarriage behavior: on
the one hand, the society often places specific expectations on their role transformation and re-
socialization process; on the other hand, the social gender theory also deeply analyzes the different
expectations and considerations exerted on children due to gender differences, which implies the role
positioning and function expectations of different gender roles in the future society. Therefore, from
the perspective of social gender theory, it is helpful for us to comprehensively analyze the gender of
children and the influence of divorced women on remarriage behavior.

2.2. Structural Family Theory

In the unique cultural and social context of China, the understanding and analysis of women's
remarriage behavior cannot be separated from the perspective of family [9]. Women's decision to
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remarry often contains a multi-dimensional and deep and detailed consideration of the family.
Therefore, when exploring the remarriage behavior of divorced women, it is necessary to consider its
influence on the reconstruction of family structure and the adjustment of family relations, as the
structural family theory elucidates the close connection between internal family dynamics and
individual decision-making [10]. Based on the above analysis, it is observed that most of the existing
studies are grounded in these two theoretical perspectives.

2.2.1.Child Factors and Remarriage Behavior

In the influence of child age study, Koo, Suchindran, and Griffith found that as children increased,
especially as they entered adolescence or adulthood, helping to increase their willingness and
likelihood to remarry [11]. This finding suggests that responsibility allocation and role changes within
the family influence individual marriage decisions, reaching a consensus with structured family
theory. And before this, Espenshade has been in its related research to further explore the economic
influence of children age on remarriage behavior [12], he points out from the perspective of
economics, young children need more care and input, which often limits the divorced women in the
economic and emotional resources, thus delaying their remarriage behavior. As their children grow
older and their independence increases, these constraints gradually weaken, creating more favorable
conditions for divorced women to remarry. Later, Lamanna and Riedmann also highlighted the
profound impact of family structure changes on remarriage behavior through empirical analysis. They
believe that the aging of their children not only changes the resource allocation and role positioning
within the family, but also affects the divorced women's expectations and planning for the future life
of [13].

In the study of the influence of children gender, zhang and Chen Xianshou in Hubei province 1%
population sampling analysis pointed out that children gender to a certain extent affect the divorce
women remarriage decision, especially social cultural expectations and bias, which may lead to
divorced women in the face of different gender of children, there are different considerations on the
remarriage choice [10]. This view is basically in line with Cherlin's emphasis on the solidified role of
social gender roles in family life in his book Marriage, Divorce, Remarriage, which states that these
role expectations not only affect the dynamics of the marital relationship, but also indirectly affect
the remarriage behavior after divorce [14]. However, Silverstein and Bengtson found differences in
child gender in the provision of intergenerational social support, and this difference may affect the
psychological well-being and willingness to remarry of divorced women [5]. For example, the society
has higher expectations for male children in family economic support, while female children play a
role in emotional support. This different support mode may encourage divorced women to adjust their
remarriage strategies according to their own needs and gender characteristics of their children.

2.2.2.Personal factors and remarriage behavior

In the influence of individual age research, the results show that young divorced women may be more
inclined to remarry behavior, and with the growth of age, their willingness to remarry may be affected
by many factors, namely the divorced women's personal age not only affect the possibility of
remarriage, also profoundly affect the remarriage life satisfaction [15]. Moreover, age also affects
women's economic independence and their ability to acquire social resources, and these factors
together act on their remarriage decision-making process. In short, the individual age of a divorced
woman will have a profound impact on her remarriage behavior by affecting many aspects, such as
her social cognition, psychological needs and economic independence.

In the influence of personal income studies, divorced women with high income tend to have more
autonomy and choice. England, P., & Farkas, G. pointed out that economic independence may reduce
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women's economic demand for remarriage, thus weakening their urgency of remarriage [16]. This
view has also been tested in studies of Chinese women, especially those living in rural areas and with
lower cultural occupations, and financial pressures tend to encourage them to consider remarriage
more quickly.

2.3. Research Hypothesis

In the study of the influence of children's factors and personal factors on the remarriage behavior of
divorced women, the research and findings of previous scholars are re-examined from the perspective
of social gender theory and structural family theory, leading to the formulation of the following
research hypothesis.

2.3.1.The Influence of Children's Age on Remarriage Behavior

The existence of young children not only requires mothers to invest more emotional and energy to
support, but also often accompanied by economic, educational and emotional support and other
aspects of responsibility and pressure. In this context, remarriage, as a way that may bring about
family stability and resource convergence, is particularly attractive to many divorced women with
young children. When their children are young, their presence encourages the divorce people to find
new partners to jointly build a complete family environment out of care and responsibility for their
children. However, as the child ages, the dynamics within the family also change. Older children may
have developed independent personalities and living habits, with relatively low acceptance of new
members. This requires that stepfamilies pay more attention to the redefinition of boundaries and the
interactive adjustment between subsystems in the integration process. Based on the above analysis,
the hypothesis H1 was established.

Hypothesis H1: The presence of young children increases the urgency of remarriage for divorced
women to remarry, which may encourage divorced women to consider and make remarriage decisions.

2.3.2. The Influence of Children's Gender on Remarriage Behavior

Becker Research found that when divorced women take on the responsibility of raising their children
alone, they may face greater economic pressure, especially in the case of raising their sons, the society
often has higher expectations on the education and growth investment of male children, which
virtually increases the economic burden of divorced mothers [17]. Psychologists Wallerstein and
Blakeslee explored in detail the psychological impact of divorce on children and both parents. They
point out that divorced women with sons may feel additional stress from the widespread "lack of
fathers" anxiety, not only from concerns about their future development, but also from questions
about whether single mothers can effectively fulfill their role of father [ 18]. These mothers may make
different remarriage decisions because they feel that the society cares about and judges about whether
they can provide a "complete" family structure for their sons. Based on the above analysis, the
hypothesis H2 was established.

Hypothesis H2: A divorced woman with a son may face greater social pressure and financial
responsibility, prompting her to remarry.

2.3.3.The Influence of Individual Age on Remarriage Behavior

With the growth of age, individual yearning for a stable life increases, and remarriage becomes an
important way for older divorced women to pursue emotional support, life partner and spiritual
sustenance; at the same time, the demand for social belonging urges them to reintegrate into the family
role through remarriage to gain social recognition; in addition, as their children become independent,
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the reduction of family responsibility provides them with more personal space and time to consider
and decide the possibility of remarriage. Based on the above analysis, the hypothesis H3 was
established.

Hypothesis H3: Older divorced women are more likely to remarry than younger divorced women.

2.3.4.The Influence of Personal Income on Remarriage Behavior

Higher personal income not only enhances the economic independence and confidence of divorced
women, makes them more independent and picky in mate selection, and can choose partners based
on spiritual fit and values rather than purely economic considerations. Meanwhile, high income also
broadens their social circle, which provides them with a wider range of mate selection and allows
them to have higher expectations and requirements for future quality of life. Economic independence
reduces the social prejudice and pressure on divorced women and makes them more free in their
remarriage decisions. Based on the above analysis, the hypothesis H4 was established.

Hypothesis H4: Divorce women with higher personal income are more competitive in the
remarriage market and less constrained by social concepts and economic pressures, making them
more likely to be successfully remarried.

3. Data, variables, and methods
3.1. Data Source and Variable Manipulation

The data for this study were obtained from the database of the China Family Panel Studies(CFPS,
2010-2020) hosted by the China Center for Chinese Social Sciences Survey of Peking University.
First, the relevant variables in the database were cleaned and merged, including child sex, child age,
maternal age, income, marital status, number of children, type of residence, and maternal education
level, in order to control for biases arising from individual heterogeneity. This means that the time-
invariant properties of each individual are controlled, thus more focused on explaining the
relationships between variables. Furthermore, the data were deweighted to ensure that each individual
appeared only once in one year, avoiding the effect of individuals with repeated observations on the
regression results. Then, based on this, four key independent variables were selected: child's age,
child's sex, mother's age, and income, along with one dependent variable: remarriage behavior.
Marriage behavior is a binary variable, said whether divorced women remarry, to test the influence
of children factors on remarriage behavior, but at the same time considering that the level of education,
living area, the number of family members and year variables may affect remarriage behavior, but
does not belong to the core research problem, so treat them as control variables, so that the model
results more explanatory power, and reduce the deviation.

3.2. Analysis Methods and Strategies

In this study, the logistic regression model was used as the main analysis tool, and the main
influencing factors of remarriage behavior were studied through this model, and the influence strength
of the variables was revealed through the marginal effect. The robustness test, which includes the
annual Logit regression, the former model to check whether the agreement with Probit years, and the
latter to verify the agreement with the Logit results. Finally, considering the existence of the
endogeneity problem, the issue was addressed through the use of instrumental variable regression.
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4.  Results and Analysis
4.1. Descriptive Analysis of The Sample Data

In this study, Statal7.0 was used to manipulate the data and to perform a descriptive analysis of the
relevant variables. From the results of the descriptive statistics, the mean remarriage status of the
respondents in the sample was 0.930, indicating that the majority of the respondents had remarried,
while the proportion of respondents who had not remarried was only 7%. This phenomenon shows
that remarriage behavior is very common in this sample. In terms of maternal age, the mean age was
54.84 years, indicating that the respondents in the sample were older and the age distribution was
relatively scattered, with the minimum age of 16 years and the maximum age of 103 years. This wide
age distribution is beneficial to reflect the difference in remarriage behavior of mothers in different
age groups. The corresponding mean age of the children was 10.49 years, ranging from newborns to
59 years, reflecting the diversity of the children in the respondent's family. In terms of the gender of
children, the gender distribution in the sample was relatively uniform, with 52% male and 48% female,
and the gender difference was small. Meanwhile, the average educational level of the respondents
was about 2.9 (in the range of 1 to 9), reflecting that the majority of the respondents had a moderate
level of education. The standard deviation of education level was 1.46, indicating that there were
some differences in educational level between respondents, including both groups with higher
education and those with lower education level. The descriptive statistics of income showed that the
average annual income of the respondents was 54,157 yuan, but the standard deviation was as high
as 172,840 yuan, and the maximum income reached 11.4 million yuan, indicating that the income
distribution in the sample was very uneven. Such an income gap can reflect the remarriage situation
under different economic backgrounds. Finally, the year variable shows data covering multiple years
between 2010 and 2020, which provides the context for subsequent years annual Logit regression
analysis.

Table 1: Descriptive statistical analysis.

Variable Obs Mean Std. dev. Min Max
marriage s~s 14,523 9303174 2546201 0 1
age mom 14,523 54.84115 18.13041 16 103
age children 14,523 10.4853 8.456429 0 59
gender chi~n 14,523 5235833 4994607 0 1
education 14,523 2.904221 1.461901 1 9
income 14,523 54157.47 172840.6 0 1.14e+07
year 14,523 2013.555 3.483421 2010 2020
district 14,523 1.362253 1241476 1 4
member 14,523 4.605247 1.616177 1 17

4.2. The Logit Regression Model

Next, Logit regression analysis was performed on the relevant variables. From the results of the
analysis, maternal age had a significant positive effect on remarriage behavior, older mothers were
more likely to remarry, and for each additional year, the probability of maternal remarriage increased
by about 0.18%, which is consistent with hypothesis H3.
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Child age has a negative effect on mother's remarriage behavior, and the probability of mother's
remarriage decreases by about 0.58%, which also confirms hypothesis H1.

However, child sex did not show a significant effect in this analysis, suggesting that sex has less
effect on remarriage behavior, which violates hypothesis H2.

Income also had no significant effect on remarriage behavior in this data set, and the coefficients
were very small and not significant, indicating that income level has a limited impact on maternal
remarriage decision-making, which also negates hypothesis H4.

It is worth noting that in terms of time, the year coefficient from 2012 to 2020 was negative and
significant, indicating that the possibility of remarriage gradually decreased over time compared to
the baseline year, especially in 2018, the probability of remarriage decreased significantly by 53.68%.

In conclusion, maternal age and child age are important determinants of remarriage behavior, while
income and gender have a limited impact. Furthermore, the time effect showed a significant reduction
in remarriage behavior in 2018, which may reflect a specific social or economic context at the time.

Table 2: Logistic regression analysis.

marriage s~s | Coefficient Std. err. z P>z [95% conf.interval]
age mom .0554207 .004193 13.22 0.000 .0472026 | .0636388
age children -.1794182 | .0109342 -16.41 0.000 -.2008488 | -.1579877
gender chi~n
man -.0684402 | .0933126 -0.73 0.463 -.2513297 | .1144492
income 2.07e-08 2.28e-07 0.09 0.928 -4.26e-07 | 4.67e-07
education -.1171358 .0441659 -2.65 0.008 -.2036994 | -.0305722
district
city .6495182 .8293204 0.78 0.434 -.9759199 | 2.274956
town 1.472352 1.089597 1.35 0.177 -.6632187 | 3.607923
suburb 0 (empty)
member -.2338665 0275135 -8.50 0.000 -287792 | -.1799411
year
2012 -5.667539 | .5171031 -10.96 0.000 -6.681043 | -4.654036
2014 -3.416718 .5352925 -6.38 0.000 -4.465872 | -2.367564
2016 -3.592324 | .5359551 -6.70 0.000 -4.642776 | -2.541871
2018 -8.087736 .504523 -16.03 0.000 -9.076583 | -7.098889
2020 -1.844049 612029 -3.01 0.003 -3.043604 | -.644494
_cons 7.943519 6137835 12.94 0.000 6.740525 | 9.146513

4.3. Edge Effect

Next, the marginal effect was used to explain the actual impact of each variable on remarriage
behavior.

The results showed that maternal age had a significant positive effect on remarriage behavior.
Specifically, each annual increase in maternal age increased the probability of remarriage by 0.18%.
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This is consistent with the positive relationship of maternal age in the regression analysis. However,
the effect of the age of the child is opposite. For each year increase, the probability of the mother
remarrying decreases on average by about 0.58%. This result is equally significant, indicating that
the possibility of the mother remarrying is significantly reduced with the age of the child. The effect
of child sex on remarriage behavior was not significant, and children with male sex had little
significant effect on maternal remarriage behavior, indicating that gender is not an important factor
in remarriage decisions in this model. The marginal effect of income was very small and non-
significant, indicating that the effect of income on remarriage behavior was not statistically significant
in this sample.

It is worth noting that in the year variable, the marginal effect from 2012 to 2020 showed that the
remarriage probability decreased year by year, especially in 2018, the probability of maternal
remarriage significantly decreased by about 53.68%. This result may reflect the presence of some
social or economic factors influencing remarriage decisions in that year.

The marginal effect analysis further validates the results of the regression analysis, indicating that
maternal age and child age were the main influencing factors of remarriage behavior.

Table 3: Marginal effect analysis.

Delta-
dy/dx method std. z P>z [95% conf.interval]
err.
age mom .001793 .0001323 13.55 0.000 .0015337 .0020524
age children | -.0058048 .0003451 -16.82 0.000 -.0064811 | -.0051284
gender chi~n
man -.0022136 .003017 -0.73 0.463 -.0081269 | .0036997
income 6.69¢-10 7.37e-09 0.09 0.928 -1.38e-08 1.51e-08
education -.0037897 .0014256 -2.66 0.008 -.0065839 | -.0009956
district
city 0192263 022315 0.86 0.389 -.0245102 | .0629629
town .0386081 .0222653 1.73 0.083 -.0050312 | .0822473
(not
suburb estimable)
member -.0075663 .000889 -8.51 0.000 -.0093088 | -.0058239
year
2012 -.1521854 0166584 -9.14 0.000 -.1848353 | -.1195356
2014 -.0251379 .0051445 -4.89 0.000 -.035221 | -.0150548
2016 -.0293907 0057174 -5.14 0.000 -.0405967 | -.0181847
2018 -.5367503 .0303831 -17.67 0.000 -.5963002 | -.4772005
2020 -.0052974 .0024445 -2.17 0.030 -.0100884 | -.0005063
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4.4. Roubustness Test
4.4.1.Logit Regression Performed by Years

Based on the above operations, the robustness test of the Logit regression was then performed by
years.

The robustness test of annual Logit regression showed that the effect of maternal age on remarriage
behavior had a significant positive effect in most years, especially in 2012,2014 and 2016, when each
year increase in maternal age significantly increased the likelihood of remarriage significantly.
However, in 2010 and 2018, the influence of mother age is not significant, especially in 2018, based
on the realistic background, 2018 global economic environment is complex, including trade friction,
economic slowdown, and these factors greatly increased the uncertainty of family life, cause people
considering remarriage, compared with age factors, more balance the economic situation and the
stability of the future life, so also explains the weakening of the correlation between age and
remarriage behavior. However, the influence of children's age is mostly negative, especially in
2012,2014 and 2016. The older the child is, the lower the less likely the mother is to remarry,
indicating that the remarriage decision may be restricted by the child's age of the child. However, in
2010 and 2018 and the offspring age effect was not significant. In terms of gender, it did not show
significant effects in all years, and this result suggests that child gender is not a key factor in maternal
remarriage decisions. In terms of income, the results also showed consistent regression results across
years, whether in the better years or worse years, the income level had a significant impact on
remarriage decisions.

In conclusion, maternal age and child age are important influencing factors of remarriage behavior
in most years, and income and child sex did not show a significant role in each year, at the same time,
the determinants of remarriage behavior changed in different years, but maternal age and child age is
still the core variables in the remarriage decision in most cases.

Table 4: Logit regression analysis performed by years.

marriage s~s | Coefficient Std. err. z P>z [95% conf.interval]
age mom 0405111 .0461233 0.88 0.380 -.0498888 | .1309111
age children 0120451 .0604925 0.20 0.842 -.106518 .1306082

gender chi~n
man -.168102 6741582 -0.25 0.803 -1.489428 | 1.153224
income -2.82e-06 .0000125 -0.23 0.821 -.0000273 | .0000217
education .2295482 .3353456 0.68 0.494 -427717 .8868135
district
city .6600262 .8991621 0.73 0.463 -1.102299 | 2.422352
town 1.551492 1.100642 1.41 0.159 -.6057269 | 3.708711
suburb 0 (empty)

member 0513859 2255653 0.23 0.820 -.3907139 | .4934857

cons 2.408676 2.913646 0.83 0.408 -3.301965 | 8.119318
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4.4.2.Probit Model

Meanwhile, the Probit model was also utilized to test the robustness of the marital status. The results
showed that the results of the Probit model were very similar to those of the previous Logit models,
which verified the robustness of the model, showing that the effects of child age, income and
education level on female remarriage behavior were consistent in both models, and the significance
and direction were consistent. In particular, the negative influence of the child's age and the reduced
probability of remarriage due to the higher education level were verified in both models. Gender,
maternal age, area of residence, and number of members were not significantly affected in both
models, suggesting that these variables did not have much effect on remarriage behavior.

Table 5: Probit model.

marriage s~s | Coefficient Std. err. z P>z [95% conf.interval]
age mom .0310563 0021541 14.42 0.000 .0268344 .0352783
age children -.0719399 .004972 -14.47 0.000 -.0816849 | -.0621949
gender chi~n
man -.0422523 .0470657 -0.90 0.369 -.1344994 | .0499948
income 7.45e-08 1.33e-07 0.56 0.575 -1.86e-07 3.35e-07
education -.0470342 .0204416 -2.30 0.021 -.0870991 | -.0069693
district
city 2782784 .2709207 1.03 0.304 -.2527165 | .8092732
town 5242164 3215465 1.63 0.103 -.1060031 | 1.154436
suburb 0 (empty)
member -.1022729 .0137434 -7.44 0.000 -.1292096 | -.0753363
year
2012 -1.937051 1752801 -11.05 0.000 -2.280593 | -1.593508
2014 -.802652 .1860324 -4.31 0.000 -1.167269 | -.4380351
2016 -.8884371 .1861888 -4.77 0.000 -1.25336 | -.5235137
2018 -3.360305 .1693033 -19.85 0.000 -3.692133 | -3.028477
2020 -.2408254 2097108 -1.15 0.251 -.6518511 | .1702003
_cons 2.806985 .2328004 12.06 0.000 2.350705 3.263266

4.4.3.Dealing with endogenous problems

Here, instrumental variable regression (2SLS) was employed to address the endogeneity of income.
Specifically, the effectiveness of education as an instrumental variable and its impact on the
regression results were examined. The results indicated that income has a significant negative effect
on remarriage behavior, with a regression coefficient of -4.13e-07, which is statistically significant.
This means that mothers are less likely to remarry with increasing income, which may be due to
higher income mothers who are more financially independent and have a lower need for remarriage.
Second, maternal age had a significant positive effect on remarriage behavior with a regression
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coefficient of 0.0022, suggesting that the likelihood of maternal remarriage increased with increasing
age. This result is consistent with previous analyses suggesting that maternal age plays a key role in
remarriage behavior. The effect of child age was negative on remarriage behavior with a regression
coefficient 0f-0.0039, which indicated that the older the child is, the less the mother was likely to
remarry. The results showed that the influence of the child sex on the remarriage behavior was not
significant, indicating that the child sex is not a key factor in the mother's remarriage decision, that
is, the gender has less influence on the remarriage behavior regardless of whether the children are
male or female. However, among the year variables, years in 2012 and 2018 had significant negative
effects on remarriage behavior, especially in 2018, the possibility of maternal remarriage was
significantly reduced, while the possibility of remarriage in 2020 increased, indicating that the
socioeconomic background of different years had a significant impact on remarriage behavior.

In conclusion, the use of education as an instrumental variable successfully addressed the
endogeneity of income, and the results further verified the negative effect of income level on
remarriage behavior, while reinforcing the importance of factors such as maternal age and family
structure.

Table 6: Tool variable regression.

marriage s~s | Coefficient Std. err. z P>z [95% conf.interval]
income -4.13e-07 1.22e-07 -3.40 0.001 -6.52e-07 | -1.75e-07
age mom .0022475 .0001534 14.65 0.000 .0019468 | .0025481
age children -.0039315 .0002667 -14.74 0.000 -.0044542 | -.0034088
gender chi~n
man -.0008965 .0033277 -0.27 0.788 -.0074187 | .0056257
district
city -.0035844 | .0068759 -0.52 0.602 -.0170609 .009892
town .0003394 .0066281 0.05 0.959 -.0126515 | .0133303
suburb -.0023094 016167 -0.14 0.886 -.0339962 | .0293773
member -.0053632 .0010559 -5.08 0.000 -.0074328 | -.0032936
year
2012 -.0872685 .0067169 -12.99 0.000 -.1004334 | -.0741036
2014 .0055695 .0071701 0.78 0.437 -.0084837 | .0196227
2016 .0441084 .0150568 2.93 0.003 .0145977 .073619
2018 -.5598069 016412 -34.11 0.000 -.5919739 | -.5276399
2020 0761121 .0182977 4.16 0.000 0402492 | .1119749
_cons 9376821 .0108183 86.68 0.000 9164787 | .9588855
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5.  Conclusion and Thinking
5.1. Conclusion

This study deeply explores how children, as key independent variables, influence the remarriage
behavior of divorced women. This issue is not only related to the choice of individual emotions, but
also reflects the complex interweaving of family dynamics, social and cultural factors and gender
roles. From the perspective of social gender theory and family function theory, a series of research
hypotheses are proposed. Subsequently, data analysis is utilized to elucidate how these factors interact
and collectively influence the remarriage decision-making process of divorced women.

It was found that maternal age has a significant positive effect on remarriage behavior, especially
in specific years such as 2012,2014 and 2016, with each increase in maternal age, the likelihood of
remarriage increases significantly. This finding is consistent with the conclusions of existing studies,
further validating the important effect of age on remarriage behavior. The age of children generally
has a negative effect, that is, the older the child, the lower the less likely the mother is to remarry.
This suggests that child age is an important constraint in remarriage decision-making and that mothers
may abandon the remarriage plan by considering issues such as their child's life and education.
However, the results show that the influence of income and gender of children on remarriage behavior
is relatively limited. Although high-income women may be more competitive in the remarriage
market, overall, the impact of income on remarriage behavior is not significant. However, the role of
child sex in remarriage decision is not obvious and shows no significant difference.

5.2. Thinking

Upon reviewing the entire research process, potential limitations and future research directions are
also identified. First, the data sources of this study, although extensive and representative, still have
the limitations of sample selection. For example, the sample in the CFPS database may fail to fully
cover all types of divorced women, especially those with low socioeconomic status or poor access.
Therefore, the universality of the study results is somewhat affected.

Secondly, this study mainly adopts the logistic regression analysis model, although the model has
advantages in dealing with the binary dependent variables, but can not fully capture the complexity
of remarriage behavior, especially mentioned above in particular years, the social background of
specific years. The author believes that future studies can try to introduce more analytical methods
and models to explore the influencing factors and mechanisms of remarriage behavior.

Finally, it is of great significance to explore and reveal the internal mechanism of remarriage
behavior, which is conducive to guiding the society to provide more accurate and personalized
guidance and services for divorced women and their families. At the same time, it is recommended
that all sectors of society provide greater understanding, respect, and support to divorced women, and
jointly strive to create a more inclusive and harmonious social environment.

References

[1] Liang Jianzhang, Ren Zeping, Huang Wenzheng, He Yafu, Yu Jia, Bao Di. China Marriage and Family Report 2023
Edition [R]. Yuwa Population Research, 2023.

[2] Yang Juhua, Sun Chao. Analysis on the Changing Trend of Divorce Rate and Characteristics of Divorce Population
in China [J]. Journal of Beijing Administration Institute, 2021, (02): 63-72.10.

[3] Yang Juhua. The Changing Trajectory and Gender Patterns of China's Divorce Wave: Theoretical Logic in
Empirical Data [J]. Exploration and Controversy, 2023, (09): 111-124+179-180.

[4] Zhang Xiaomin. A Study on the Alienation and Influencing Factors of the Relationship between Remarried Fathers
and Their Biological Adult Children [D]. Zhejiang Normal University, 2017.

[5] Silverstein M, Bengtson VL. Does intergenerational social support influence the psychological well-being of older
parents? The contingencies of declining health and widowhood. Soc Sci Med. 1994 Apr;38(7):943-57.



Proceedings of the 3rd International Conference on Social Psychology and Humanity Studies
DOI: 10.54254/2753-7048/72/2025ND0005

[6] Kalmijn, Matthijs. “Gender Differences in the Effects of Divorce, Widowhood and Remarriage on Intergenerational
Support: Does Marriage Protect Fathers?” Social Forces, vol. 85, no. 3, 2007, pp. 1079-104. JSTOR,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4494965. Accessed 22 Sept. 2024.

[7] Simone de Beauvoir. The Second Sex [M]. Translated by Zheng Kelu. Shanghai: Shanghai Translation Publishing
House, 2015.

[8] Fang Gang. Gender Psychology [M]. Anhui Education Press, 2010.

[9] Peng Dasong. Personal Resources, Family Factors, and Remarriage Behavior: An Analysis Based on CFPS2010
Data [J]. Sociological Studies, 2015(4): 25.

[10] Zhang Zhimin, Chen Xianshou. Research on Remarriage and Remarriage Fertility Issues: An Analysis of the 1%
Population Sampling Survey in Hubei Province [J]. Chinese Journal of Population Science, 2000, (04): 51-55.

[11] Koo, Helen P. et al. “The effects of children on divorce and re-marriage: a multivariate analysis of life table
probabilities.” Population studies 38 3 (1984): 451-71 .

[12] Espenshade, Thomas J.. “The Economic Consequences of Divorce.” Journal of Marriage and Family 41 (1979):
615.

[13] Lamanna, Mary Ann and Agnes Czerwinski Riedmann. “Marriages and families : making choices in a diverse
society.” (2003).

[14] Cherlin, A. J. (1992). Marriage, Divorce, Remarriage. Harvard University Press.

[15] Zhang Xianling, Tao Tao. Analysis on the Attitudes and Influencing Factors of Chinese Elderly People towards
Remarriage [J]. Population Journal, 2019, 41(06): 19-29.

[16] England, P., & Farkas, G. (1986). Households, Employment, and Gender: A Social, Economic, and Demographic
View. Aldine Pub. Co.

[17] BECKER, GARY S. A Treatise on the Family: Enlarged Edition. Harvard University Press, 1991. JSTOR,
https://10.2307/j.ctv322v4rc. Accessed 15 Sept. 2024.

[18] Wallerstein, Judith S. and Sandra Blakeslee. “Second Chances: Men, Women, and Children a Decade After
Divorce.” (1989).



